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4+1 = saved time & money
-SAT

-AP (Advanced Placement)

-Accuplacer

-CLEP

-CSS Profile



Tools for Preparation
-THS SAT Bootcamp

-IXL

-Khan Academy

-College Board & College Board Apps

-Daily Practice Apps



SAT & Khan Academy

A Presentation for Parents

October 10, 2019



What is the SAT and Why is it important?

“The SAT® Suite of Assessments is an integrated system of tests that measure 
what students are learning in class, and what they need to succeed in college.”

“The SAT Suite offers unparalleled benefits to states, districts, and schools by 
providing continuous, consistent feedback that identifies where students excel and 
where they could use some help.”

(College Board)



The SAT Suite of Assessments: 

● Sets benchmarks: Uses a score scale to provide a clear baseline to measure
progress year over year and focuses on areas where students are struggling,
so educators can quickly intervene.

● Opens AP® opportunities: Identifies students likely to succeed in AP. And
students with qualifying AP Exam scores can save money through credit
granting and placement policies.

● Delivers actionable data: Delivers valuable data in one online score reporting
portal. Educators and students can easily view, sort, and analyze score data
from every test.

● Provides flexibility: Lets schools and districts administer the SAT, and any of
the assessments, during the school day—making it more comfortable and
convenient for students.



What is Khan Academy?

“With Official SAT Practice, students get a 100% free, personalized practice 

program for the SAT through an exclusive partnership between Khan Academy 

and the College Board. By making world-class SAT preparation available to 

anyone, anywhere, we hope to level the playing field so that every student has 

equal opportunity for college readiness!”



Why Practice for the SAT’s?
Students who prepare using Official SAT Practice see substantial improvement in their SAT scores.

“Studying for 6-8 hours with Official SAT Practice is associated with an average 90-point score gain 

from the PSAT/NMSQT® to the SAT. Studying for 20 hours with Official SAT Practice is associated 

with a 115-point score gain, nearly double the average gain without Khan Academy.”

IMPORTANT: The SAT is aligned/measures college and career skills, so doing well on this 

assessment means students have the solid skills that are needed for their immediate futures!



How does Khan Academy Work?

Easiest Option: You can ask your child to share the information from their 
account with you so you can view their progress!

OR

You can create your own account (as a parent) and then set up a coach dashboard 
to follow your child’s practice and progress. With this account you will also have 
access to view samples of the PSAT/SAT and how to study/prep for it.

Go to https://www.khanacademy.org/

Click “Parent”

And Then create an account with Google, Facebook, or Email

https://www.khanacademy.org/




Directions for Parents 

If you decide to set up your own account, visit your Coach dashboard, create an SAT class, and add 

your child. By looking at the "SAT" tab for that class, you can then follow along with their practice 

and access helpful content in the same way a teacher can.

For more information on how to create an SAT class, check out our overview on the new coach 

resources for Official SAT Practice.

https://www.khanacademy.org/resources/parents-mentors-1

https://www.khanacademy.org/coach/dashboard
https://www.khanacademy.org/resources/parents-mentors-1/helping-your-child/a/resources/k-12-teachers-1/official-sat-practice/a/using-official-sat-practice-in-the-classroom
https://www.khanacademy.org/resources/parents-mentors-1


What else does Khan Academy offer?

● In addition to test prep, Khan also offers…
○ tutorials and practice in several subject areas such as math, science and

engineering, arts and humanities, etc.
○ information for college admissions
○ Personal finance tips and lessons
○ Lessons on entrepreneurship
○ Career information



What else does Khan Academy offer?



How are we using Khan Academy at THS?

Students in grades 9, 10, & 11 set up accounts on Khan academy, in school, and 
linked them to College Board. They were asked to use their school Google 
accounts.

These students will be participating in a few practice activities in English and math 
that will focus on SAT-like questions with periodic check-ins.

The school will have a PSAT day for all students in grades 9,10,& 11 on October 
16th. Scores will be reported through College Board.



Questions???

Feel free to email me! 

Stacey Simpson, District Literacy Specialist

simpsons@plymouth.k12.ct.us

Frequently Asked Questions...

https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/new-sat-tips-planning/new-sat-how-to-prep/a/frequently-as
ked-questions-about-the-official-sat-practice

mailto:simpsons@plymouth.k12.ct.us
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/new-sat-tips-planning/new-sat-how-to-prep/a/frequently-asked-questions-about-the-official-sat-practice
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/new-sat-tips-planning/new-sat-how-to-prep/a/frequently-asked-questions-about-the-official-sat-practice


CSS Financial Aid Profile 



WHAT is the CSS Financial Aid Profile?

The CSS Profile is an online application that collects 
information used by nearly 400 colleges and scholarship 
programs to award non-federal, need-based aid. 

The CSS Profile is completed in addition to FAFSA.



WHO uses the CSS Financial Aid Profile?

Check your colleges’ information to determine whether they 
require the CSS Profile. A list of participating colleges is also 
found on the CSS Profile Homepage.  

cssprofile.org

Application window opened October 1, 2019

https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/


WHY use the CSS Financial Aid Profile?
Private colleges and universities can be less expensive than you might think...

UCONN
Tuition, Fees, Room & Board
± 34,000 per year

Financial Aid:
FAFSA Pell Grant = 6,000

Net Cost = 28,000

Private University
Tuition, Fees, Room & Board
± $70,000 per year

Financial Aid:
FAFSA Pell Grant = 6,000
Merit Scholarship = ± 12,000
Scholarship #2 = ± 10,000
Need-Based Aid = ±15,000

Net Cost = 27,000



HOW to complete the CSS Financial Aid Profile

Submit the CSS Profile at cssprofile.org. Once you sign in, you 
will find a list of useful documents, such as your federal tax 
returns and other financial information that you’ll need to have at 
hand to complete the application. 

Application window opened October 1, 2019.

Some colleges may require the CSS Profile from both 
biological/adoptive parents in cases of divorce or separation.

https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/


IS there a cost?

The fee for the initial application is $25. 

Additional reports are $16. 

First-time domestic college applicants may receive CSS Profile 
fee waivers if the student qualified for an SAT fee waiver, or if 
the student is an orphan or ward of the court under the age of 24 
or based on parental income and family size (e.g. family of 4 
would qualify with income of $45,000 or less). 



CLEP Exams



WHAT is CLEP?

CLEP (the College-Level Examination Program®) offers 34 exams 
that cover intro-level college course material. With a passing score 
on one CLEP exam, you could earn three or more college credits at 
more than 2,900 U.S. colleges and universities.



Cost of CLEP

$89. Each.



Ask yourself...

● Does my college or university accept the CLEP exam subject I’m
interested in taking?

● Does the CLEP exam I'm interested in taking fulfill a degree requirement?
● Have I already gained knowledge in any of the CLEP exam subjects

through a previous course, independent reading and study, work, or other
experience?

● Am I looking for ways to reduce my college tuition bill?
● Do I need to earn my degree in a shorter amount of time?
● Do I have other obligations such as family and/or work that require me to

have more flexibility in earning college credit for my degree?



CLEP Exams Offered
Business

Financial Accounting

Information Systems

Introductory Business Law

Principles of Management

Principles of Marketing

 

Composition & Literature

American Literature

Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

College Composition

College Composition Modular

English Literature

Humanities

History & Social Sciences

American Government

History of the United States I: Early to 1877

History of the United States II: 1865 to the Present

Human Growth and Development

Introduction to Educational Psychology

Introductory Psychology

Introductory Sociology

Principles of Macroeconomics

Principles of Microeconomics

Social Sciences and History

Western Civilization I: Ancient Near East to 1648

Western Civilization II: 1648 to the Present

World Languages

French Language: Levels 1 and 2

German Language: Levels 1 and 2

Spanish Language: Levels 1 and 2

Spanish with Writing: Levels 1 and 2

Science & Mathematics

Biology

Calculus

Chemistry

College Algebra

College Mathematics

Natural Sciences

Precalculus





Questions???

Please feel free to email me

Joe Faitak, Math Guy and father paying for college x 2

faitakj@plymouth.k12.ct.us

mailto:faitakj@plymouth.k12.ct.us



